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Welcome to Ngā Hau e Whā!
We are very excited to welcome the students back to Hataitai School this year.

Team Introduction
The Ngā Hau e Whā team is shared among three Learning Areas.
Raumati (Summer) is led by Kris Beattie who will be based in the Hall classroom space:
Kia ora whānau. I’m looking forward to reconnecting with families and students who I taught last
year and welcoming new students to Raumati. I have been teaching at Hataitai School since 2013
and have been lucky enough to teach in learning teams from Year 3 - 8. My aim this year is to get
fitter and start running - I have the shoes, now I need to use them! - Kris
Ngā Huru (Autumn) is led by Sean Mead who will be based in Room 8b:
I have taught in Ahi for the past 4 years and am excited to begin a new teaching journey in Ngā Hau
e Whā. I am passionate about music and design and I love any opportunity to both teach and
participate in any form of creative writing. I have 2 Maine Coon cats (Bjorn & Cleo), a massive record
collection and am 2-3 weeks away from beginning a major house renovation - Sean
Takurua (Winter) is led by Jeanette Spicer (Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday) and
Bronagh Crook (Thursday) who will be based in Room 8a:
I am so looking forward to being back in the Year 3 & 4 Learning team! Many of you know that I have
two children who both attended Hataitai School. Oli will be heading off to Canterbury University this
year to study Science and Alana is beginning Year 11 at Scots College. I am passionate about the Arts,
especially Music, and enjoy playing in a number of Wellington bands of different styles. - Jeanette
Kia ora whānau, it is really exciting having the opportunity to work at this level and continue
supporting your child on their learning journey. As you know I am passionate about Literacy and the
Arts, and look forward to sharing this passion with the children in Ngā Hau e Whā. - Bronagh

This year, the leadership of the Ngā Hau e Whā team will be shared amongst the team. Jeanette
Spicer will be managing the administration side of the role, Sean Mead will be on our Senior
Leadership Team and Kris Beattie will be responsible for our Behavioural Management
systems.

School Hours

The timetable for the Junior school may look a little different than our Senior school. This is because we
are staggering our break times. For Ngā Hau E Whā the school day will run as follows:
8:20
8:55
10:40
11:00
12:30
1:20
3:00

Students are welcome to arrive
Morning Block
Morning Tea
Middle Block
Lunch
Afternoon Block
School day ends

Arriving at School

Until further notice, students from Year 1-4 are asked to enter through the Hataitai Road Gates between
8:20-8:55am. There will be a teacher on duty at these times who will connect with them and provide hand
sanitiser. Arriving comfortably within these times allows students to:
Read any messages in the classrooms
Say hello to their teacher
Help set up the classroom
Connect with friends.

Leaving School

At 2:55pm your home class teacher will bring the students to the gate on Hataitai Road to meet you.
Please let your home class teacher and the office know if your child has any specific after school pick up
requirements other than a parent or caregiver meeting them at the school gates.

School Values

The 3 core values we embrace at Hataitai School are Mana (Respect for Self), Manaaki (Respect for Others)
and Ako (Respect for Learning). We endeavour to educate students on how to embody these values each
and every day and celebrate when students demonstrate these core values.

Brain Break

In Ngā Hau e Whā we encourage good eating habits throughout the day. We generally stop for a Brain
Break at 9:30am where the students are asked to wash hands and bring their Brain Break food back to
the mat. This could be a piece of fruit, a few crackers, a muesli bar etc. This is designed to be eaten while
still working within the classroom routine. Please ensure your child has something available for this
moment in their lunch.

Stationary

This year we have opted for a shared stationary model where materials are kept on tables. This is to
ensure there are no barriers to student learning. However, students may also bring in a small personal
pencil case if desired which can be kept in their tote trays.

Swimming

Ngā Hau e Whā will be participating in swimming lessons in Term 1. Our swimming day will be
Wednesday and will begin in Week 2. Students will need to bring a swimming bag with togs, a towel and
goggles. If there are any reasons your child is unable to swim, please contact your home class teacher.

Sun hats

In Terms 1 & 4 the students at Hataitai School must bring a sun hat to wear at break times and lunch.
These can be left at school and stored in their tote trays. They must be named. Any students who do not
have a sun hat will be asked to spend breaks and lunch times under the shade cloth areas.

Masks

One of the new expectations at Hataitai School will be the government mandate which requires all
students in Year 4 and up to wear a mask when inside the classroom. Our recommendation is that
students have a selection of masks in their school bag, named and ready to go. Students are not required
to wear masks when playing outside and are welcome to either keep them in a pocket or in their school
bag. Any Year 3 students who wish to wear masks are also welcome but not required to.

Home Learning

In Ngā Hau e Whā we love to hear how students continue to learn at home. While we do not set specific
homework, at this age we expect students to be reading at home from a text of their personal choosing
for at least 20 minutes per night. Students are also encouraged to bring a novel of choice into class each
day to strengthen the link between what happens at both home and school.

Digital Technology and Cyber Safety

Students in Ngā Hau e Whā are taught to use the Google Suite and are provided with an email address to
login. In Year 3 & 4 we do not use the email function unless any Google Meets are required to be set up
with specific students. In order to begin this training, students and parents must complete the Cyber
Safety Agreement and return this to the office.
In addition to this we will also be providing students with access to Seesaw, a digital platform for
meaningful student engagement and learning. This will be our primary method of communication,
sharing of work and feedback for student learning if any period at home is required. Expect an invitation
to the parent portion of the platform within the first few weeks of school. This allows you to view and
comment on your child's work.

Correspondence

Team Newsletter - This will be emailed out to the families at the beginning of each term. It contains useful
information and FAQ’s that pertain to our Learning Team.
Meeting with Teachers - We love to build relationships with family members. However, before school
teachers are busy preparing for the day ahead. So please feel free to request an appointment with your
Home Class teacher and we will endeavour to find a time to connect on any concerns, questions,
information and/or positive feedback you wish to share. At present, all meetings will take place online
through the Google Meet platform.
Email - Emails are generally checked between 3:30-5pm. However, due to the nature of our profession, we
are often unable to respond to emails the same day. We endeavour to respond as soon as possible.

Contact

kris.beattie@hataitai.school.nz

jeanette.spicer@hataitai.school.nz

sean.mead@hataitai.school.nz

bronagh.crook@hataitai.school.nz

