Health and Safety Procedures Hataitai School
Accident and Incident Reporting
Infectious/Contagious Diseases
	Purpose of procedures
	Legislation reference
	Guidelines to be followed


	Delegations

	To provide a safe environment by effectively minimising the spread of infectious or contagious illnesses, i.e., impetigo, scabies, influenza, measles, chicken pox, micoplasma pneumonia, etc.


	
	Reduction

· The school Health Education Programme will include a component of age appropriate information regarding the prevention of the spread of disease and teach pupils about keeping well.

Readiness 

· Reminder notices of parent responsibilities of informing the school and keeping children home to be included periodically in the weekly newsletter.

Response
· Parents are to inform the school as soon as practicable if their child is diagnosed by a Medical Practitioner, to have an infectious/contagious illness.  Such children are to remain at home until they are no longer contagious or are cleared to attend school.  Staff with infectious illnesses are to inform the Principal.

· Upon receipt of two or more similar cases of the same virus/disease, notification via newsletter or letter will be made to the community.  The Public Health Nurse will also be informed.

· The school will seek advice from the Public Health Nurse when uncertain with any issues that could be detrimental to the health and safety of the students and staff. 
· The Principal and Board of Trustees Chairperson are the only personnel authorised to speak to the media on behalf of the school with regard to publicity that may result from having a pupil with an infectious/contagious condition at the school.

Recovery


	Associate Principal/s and/or Health and Safety Officer and Principal


